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ReachingOut

This edition informs you about

opportunities to become more involved 

in the development of the Community

Network. It’s about being pro-active 

and getting involved in your services’

development!

We have included information about the

Direct Payments workshop on 18 March

2008 where you can find out more about

this scheme to give you wider choice in

accessing services or programmes that are

interesting for you. We have also included

information about the Active Network -

the new user involvement group.

If you have any comments or suggestions

for the next newsletter, please contact

Helen Price, Community Network

Manager.
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If you are a client of the Community Network, you will have been sent a letter

about new assessments and qualifying for services under the government

guidelines ‘Fair Access to Care Services’.  The letter provided details about how

the changes are likely to affect you.  

If you would like more information about this, or you would like someone to talk to, please

contact your keyworker.

Information about ‘Fair Access to care services’ is also available on the Barnet

websitex(www.barnet.gov.uk/needs-assessment). 

Active Network
In partnership with Barnet Voice,

the Community Network has

started a user involvement group

called ‘Active Network’.

This is your opportunity to be

informed, involved and have an impact

on the development of The

Community Network.

Your views are important -   

Make your voice heard!

You can join if you are using services

provided through the Community

Network or have done in the past, a

carer or if you are interested in the

Community Network and its

development.

Changes happening at the
Community Network

The first groups will take place on: 

• Tuesday 11 March 2008 - 3.30-4.30pm

United Reformed Church, 

50 Wood Street, High Barnet, EN5

(and then every second Tuesday of 

the month)

• Friday 28 March 2008 - 3-4pm

154 Station Road, Hendon NW4 3SB 

(and then every fourth Friday of 

the month)

If you would like to join the group, please

phone Community Network at Castle

Road on � 020 8359 3230.

You can also contact the co-facilitators of

Active Community Network:

• Elsie Lyons (Barnet Voice) 

� 020 8371 9678 or 

• Emma Bebington and 

Julia Broehling (Community Network) 

� 020 8359 3230



3

Do you want to know:

• What is a Direct Payment?

• How does it work?

• Am I eligible?

If you are interested or thinking of receiving Direct Payments, 
then why not come to the Direct Payments Workshop.  
This is your opportunity to get more information about it 
and ask questions.

When 18 March 2008

Timetable 9.30am (Welcome and coffee)

10-11.30am (Workshop)

Venue Avenue House, 17 East End Road, Finchley N3 3QE

Speaker John Richardson, Direct Payments Manager

If you want to attend please let us know, as there are limited spaces.

Call 020 8359 3230 to book your space.

Want to find out more about
Direct Payments?

Julia Broehling joined the

Community Network in

December 2007.

She has a degree in social

work and is currently

employed as a senior group

worker and co facilitates the

‘Structured days for over

60s’ on a Tuesday and

Wednesday, the Tuesday

Drop-In and the Social

Activities group on a Friday

Some people may recognize

Julia as she previously

worked as an advocate for

Mind in Barnet, based at the

Dennis Scott Unit.

Julia will work in partnership

with Barnet Voice in order to

make the new user

involvement group ‘Active

Network’ a success and will

be a link person between

clients and staff of the

Community Network.

Julia is very enthusiastic

about the new development

of Active Network.  She is

looking forward to working

closely with Barnet Voice

and the members of the

Active Network.

New member of staff

Julia Broehling
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The Out and About Group 

We want to hear from you!

If you have any comments or suggestions about the
changes to day opportunities, please contact:

Helen Price
(Community Network - Acting Manager)

� 020 8359 3230

Email: helen.price@barnet.gov.uk 

or write to her at:

Community Network
27 Castle Road, North Finchley, London N12 9EE

We want to let you know about the services

that Community Network has to offer.  

In each issue of this newsletter, we will

introduce to you the different groups that are

provided by the Community Network.

One of the services that we provide is the

Out and About group.  This group’s focus is

on Empowerment, Independence and Social

Inclusion.  It is for people who are isolated

and feel unable to use public transport or to

access local facilities.  As everyone has their

own individual strengths, this service aims to

build on these and use them to become

more independent.  

The Out and About group provides practical

support around accessing local venues.

The group travels, with support from staff,

to local venues to explore what kind of

facilities are in the London Borough of

Barnet.  This enables members of the group

to feel confident in accessing venues they

would not normally go to in their spare time.

The main aim of the group is to provide 

on-going support in travelling and using

community facilities.  This could be visiting

the local cinema, galleries, museums, cafés,

shopping centres, banks and laundrettes.

The group meets every month to plan the 

4 sessions for the month.

The planning of each activity includes

working out the costs.  Members of the 

group pay for the activities themselves.

The members of the Out and About group

are responsible for the planning of activities

and their views and opinions are important.

The group facilitators are Lawrence Fanning

and Amy Payne (both Occupational

Therapists). 

For more information about the Out and

About group, please speak to your key

worker or the Community Network on 

020 8359 3230.

Travel is an essential part of our

daily lives.  It helps us explore the

world around us through daily

activities and socialisation 

Lawrence Fanning

“ “


