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Rachel Mottram

From: Graeme Flynn <gflynn@urban-microclimate.com>
Sent: 28 September 2021 13:38
To: Philip Goffin
Cc: Mark Jackson; Faye Wilders
Subject: Victoria Quarter - wind microclimate - SNB response

Hi Phil, 
Thank you for your e-mail regarding Victoria Quarter. With regards to wind microclimate, the Save New Barnet 
Group do appear to have been very selective in quoting extracts and also appears to have made a few assumptions 
to paint a much bleaker picture than presented in the wind microclimate report. I have tried to respond to these and 
the overall impression in the following, though most of the below is already stated in the report. 
 

As discussed in the wind microclimate report, the proposed development comprises buildings of relatively 
modest heights in terms of potential wind effects and is partially sheltered, at lower levels, from prevailing 
south-westerly and westerly winds by the railway embankment, with tree and undergrowth covering. The 
western blocks do protrude above this and are orientated to present wide obstructions to the prevailing 
winds. The modest heights limit the potential for any significant resulting downdraughts, but there is 
potential for channelling of prevailing south-westerly and westerly winds along the western elevations and 
through the gaps between the blocks, into the site. Overall, these potential effects are considered relatively 
limited for the scale of development. 
 
The proposed development also benefits from significant landscaping proposals, which to be of immediate 
benefit in key areas, is assumed will be planted semi-mature and be of a deciduous species with substantial 
canopies and retained solidity in winter (i.e. numerous branches). Whilst the landscaping proposals are 
expected to be beneficial in helping alleviate wind flows across the site, substantial trees are not ‘needed’ 
everywhere. The main areas expected to benefit from more substantial trees are amenity spaces between 
the west blocks, which are more susceptible to the channelling of prevailing winds, discussed above. 
Suitable conditions for pedestrian access uses along the Spine Road are not expected to be dependent on 
large, mature trees. Similarly, the assessed conditions within the more sheltered central and eastern areas, 
including the courtyard gardens between Blocks B, C and D, are not dependent on large, mature trees. 
 
The report concludes that communal and public recreational spaces are generally expected to enjoy 
amenable conditions for planned activities. Only a few small areas are assessed as potentially windier than 
ideal. Of the slightly windier amenity spaces, the play space between Blocks F3 and F4 may be marginal for 
children’s play closer to the corner of Block F4. However, the area affected is relatively small and conditions 
are expected to be considered at least tolerable. Conditions are also likely to improve as the proposed tall 
shrub planting matures and enhances the shelter. The north side of Block A may be slightly windy for any 
café spill-out seating towards the northwest corner but is expected to have a significant area of frontage, 
towards the northeast corner, with amenable conditions for such uses. Conditions also again have potential 
to improve as areas of tall shrub planting mature and enhances the shelter. Otherwise, much of the site is 
expected to be suitable for recreational activities including long periods of outdoor sitting, such as for 
picnics for example, during at least summer, particularly in central and eastern parts of the site, including 
the courtyard gardens between Blocks B, C and D. This also includes much of Park Plaza, where conditions 
are expected to be suitable for recreational activities including a mix of short to long periods of outdoor 
sitting. This mix of conditions is typically considered appropriate for large amenity spaces. 

 
 
I hope the above is sufficient for your requirements. I am generally around this week (but away on annual leave next 
week) if you have any queries or comments. 
 
 
Best regards, 
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Graeme 
 
 
Dr Graeme A Flynn 
Director 
Urban Microclimate Ltd 
Tel: 0799 097 2510 
E-mail:  gflynn@urban-microclimate.com 
Website: www.urban-microclimate.com 
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An experience-based desk study was carried out, by Urban Microclimate Ltd. in June 

2021, to assess the likely impact of the proposed Victoria Quarter development on 

pedestrian level wind conditions in and around the site. The assessment considered 

the proposed development massing and exposure in conjunction with long-term 

wind climate statistics applicable to the site and provided an expert review of the 

likely suitability of wind conditions based on the industry standard Lawson criteria 

for pedestrian comfort and safety. The conclusions of this assessment are presented 

in report “Victoria Quarter Wind Microclimate” (June 2021). 

Subsequent to completion of the wind microclimate report, minor amendments 

have been applied to the proposed development. This statement reviews the 

potential impact of the amendments, based on professional judgement, and has 

been prepared by the author of the original report. 

Relative to the design considered in the assessment, the main changes are as 

follows: 

• Reduction in height of the taller part of Block A from 8 storeys to 7 storeys; 

and 

• Replacement of uniform 1.1 m high parapets in some roof areas with tapered 

parapets varying in height between 0.3 m and 1.4 m above roof levels. 

The reduction in height of Block A has potential to very slightly reduce the 

accelerated winds assessed around the northwest corner of the building. However, 

this reduction is not expected to be sufficient to materially affect the assessed 

conditions in terms of suitability for proposed pedestrian activities. 
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With regards to the roof-level parapets, the slight increase in heights only affects 

small areas and are balanced by reductions in heights along the affected edges. The 

scale of the changes are also too minor to significantly affect pedestrian level winds. 

In addition, no roof-top amenity spaces are protected by the parapets, such that any 

changes in roof level wind conditions are not considered significant. 

On the basis of the above, no material changes to the assessed pedestrian level wind 

conditions are expected and the conclusions of the June 2021 wind microclimate 

report are considered to remain valid. 
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Director 
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