
 

 

 
 
 

APPEAL REFERENCE APP/N5090/W/22/3294689 

Redevelopment of the site to provide 539 residential units (Use Class C3) 

within 13 buildings   ranging from 4 to 7 storys, with 267.1sqm of 

retail/commercial space and 112.7sqm of community space (Use Class E and 

F) at ground floor, new public realm with communal landscaped amenity 

areas, alterations and additions to existing highways arrangements plus the 

removal of existing elevated footbridge and creation of new pedestrian 

routes, 334 car parking spaces (including car club and accessible provision) 

with basement and surface level provision, secure cycle parking, servicing 

and other associated development (Amended Plans and Amended 

Description) 

Land Formerly Known as British Gas Works, Albert Road, New Barnet EN4 9SH 

Notes of the Case Management Conference (CMC) held via Teams on 11 

May 2022 at 10.00am 

1. Attendees  

For the Council: Mr Ed Grant of Counsel (Cornerstone Barristers), Mr Andrew 

Dillon and Ms Mrinalini Rajaratnam. 

For the appellants: Mr Reuben Taylor QC (Landmark Chambers), Mr Simon 

Slatford, Ms Faye Wilders, Ms Rachel Mottram and Ms Amy Lomath. 

For the New Barnet Community Association (NBCA): Mr John Dix, Mr Nick 

Hutton and Mrs Karen Miller. 

2.  Issues 

The issues to be discussed at the Inquiry will be as per those outlined in the 

Inspector’s previous note with the addition of the capacity of local 

infrastructure. At the time of the CMC the issue of five year housing land 

supply was not contested by the appellants. However it was made clear that 



 

 

this could change depending on any appeal decisions issued between now 

and the start of the Inquiry.  

3. Format of Inquiry 

Following discussion it was agreed that the main issues of living conditions 

and character and appearance would be subject to formal cross examination, 

although certain aspects of living conditions may be able to be discussed in a 

round table format depending on the complexity of the evidence put forward. 

Similarly it may be possible to deal with 5 year housing land supply (if it were 

an issue) by a round table discussion depending on complexity.  

The NBCA will not be legally represented and their cross examination will be 

carried out by Mr Dix or another member of the NBCA, but not by a member 

who has previously given expert evidence on the same issue.  

4. Inquiry venue and timetable 

The Inquiry will start at 10.00am on 19 July 2022. The Council are proposing 

Hendon Town Hall as the venue but at the request of NBCA will explore the 

possibility of a suitable venue nearer the appeal site. 

At the time of the CMC the Council expected to field one witness, but should 

five year housing supply become an issue then a further witness would be 

required. The appellant expected to provide six witnesses and the NBCA three 

with a potential fourth.    

It was agreed by the parties that it should be possible to complete within 

eight days but that days nine and ten should be kept free in case of 

unforeseen circumstances.  

The running order will be Council, NBCA and then the appellant followed by 

third parties. If there are third parties who wish to speak but have limited 

time at the Inquiry then the Inspector will endeavour to hear them on the 

first day.   

 

 



 

 

5. Documentation 

Proofs of Evidence will be due by 21 June (i.e. four weeks before the opening 

of the Inquiry). The Council requested that any necessary rebuttals be 

provided by lunchtime on 4 July. The appellant contested this. It is the 

inspectors view that to have a definitive cut-off date for rebuttals is 

somewhat restrictive and that hopefully they won’t be necessary in any case. 

However, should they be necessary, with a date of 21 June for the Proofs of 

Evidence it would be hoped that they would be submitted well in advance of 

the Inquiry. Furthermore, it should be noted that any rebuttals received close 

to the opening of the Inquiry could cause delays and at worst, an 

adjournment, which would not be in anybody’s interest.  

It was agreed that Proofs of Evidence would be cross copied by the parties to 

avoid delays waiting for them to be sent on by PINs. To avoid duplication 

therefore PINs will not re-send Proofs of Evidence to the parties.  

The appellant indicated that there would be two Statements of Common 

Ground (SoCG), one between the appellant and the Council and one between 

the appellant and the NBCA. Both would be available to the NBCA.  

The two main parties were going to decide who will curate the electronic Core 

Documents library, although the link for the library will be through the 

Council’s website. 

It was agreed that a draft copy of a Section 106 will be submitted prior to the 

Inquiry opening as well as a list of agreed conditions.   

6. Plans 

The Inspector requested hard copies of full scale relevant plans. He also 

requested hard copies of Proofs of Evidence and their respective summaries.   

The meeting finished at 10.44  

John Wilde  – May 2022 

 
 


