
























The Plan describes a biodiversity metric which purports to assess an area’s value to wildlife, helps to 
determine the impact of local development and therefore informs planning applications. The 
information on which this is based includes the conditions of each habitat parcel. While this does 
include air and noise pollution (p. 204), it does not and MUST include light pollution which has a 
well-documented impact on human and environmental health. “Given the current urgent need to 
save energy as our planet warms, and the evidence that waste light is a contributory factor to the 
rapid decline in biodiversity (www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/06/180619122456.htm), we 
should be urging all administrations, both local and national, to save energy and reverse biodiversity 
decline by tackling waste light.” (Chapter 3, https://britastro.org/dark-
skies/pdfs/CfDS_booklet_Rev07.pdf). Indeed the London Environment Strategy [LES] states (p. 134) : 
“Urbanisation can also have indirect impacts such, as: ... noise and light pollution affecting the ability 
of wildlife to breed or feed successfully; and exacerbating changes to the urban climate caused by 
climate change.” 
(https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london_environment_strategy.pdf). Greening the 
built environment is properly identified as potentially making a significant contribution to climate 
change mitigation as well as supporting and being closely associated with priority species [LES, p. 
139] Light pollution must be addressed as it is an important (cont.,) Question 3 cont., factor affecting 
plant metabolism and the health of insect populations which are essential for plants e.g. pollinators 
which in turn supports the food growing strategy (London Plan 2021 Policy G8). The National 
Planning Policy Framework, paragraph 180 section c states the need to “limit the impact of light 
pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature conservation”. 
The National Planning Policy Framework further requires planning policies and decisions to 
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by "minimising impacts on and 
providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are 
more resilient to current and future pressures;" (NPPF, Chapter 15, para 174 (d) ) “The Mayor of 
London has a legal duty* to set out policies and proposals in this strategy relating to the natural 
environment and biodiversity. The Greater London Authority is also subject to the ‘biodiversity duty’, 
which requires all public bodies to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of their policy 
development, decision making and operational activities.” [LES p. 148] [* Natural Environment and 
Communities Act 2006]. DEFRA’s “UK Biodiversity Indicators” report from 2019 shows that there has 
been a sharp decline in insect numbers in recent decades, with a 31% drop in insect pollinators 
between 1980 and 2016 and a 60% decline in the 2,890 “priority” species from 1970 to 201612. 
Similarly, the National Biodiversity Network’s State of Nature report from 2019 says that “Increases 
in air, light and noise pollution, human disturbance and predation by domestic animals particularly 
affect biodiversity in urbanised areas.” [State of Nature Report, p. 31 
https://nbn.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf ] The 
Mayor of London’s paper on Biodiversity www.london.gov.uk/what-we-
do/environment/parksgreen-spaces-and-biodiversity/biodiversity specifically mentions the 
importance of pollinators e.g. bees. Lepidoptera (of which approximately 90% are moths) should 
also be recognised as pollinators since they contribute approximately 15% of all pollination. The 
London Environment Strategy https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/london-
environment-strategy also includes protection of priority species. The increasing use of high CCT 
(blue spectrum) LEDs is extremely harmful and the choice of warm white, 2200K LEDs rather than 
LEDs in the 2700K – 4000K+ range, is vital. Barnet must also flag up the current legal framework as 
the statutory nuisance regime limiting the exemptions in section 79(5B) of the Environmental 



Protection Act 1990 needs to change. Under the current regime people affected by light nuisance 
from exempt premises can find it difficult to obtain redress. It would also provide much better 
protection for the bio-environment. If the exemptions were removed, local authorities would have a 
more effective method of preventing nuisance lighting from these premises. Further, the “best 
practicable means” defence would give adequate protection for the legitimate use of light for health 
and safety reasons, and responsible operators already employing “best practicable means” would 
not have to take additional measures to abate artificial light nuisance. 




